








PANELISTS

students from marginalized populations. He believes that young people
are thinkers, and learners, and can be the solvers our society needs - no
matter where they start out in life. Chino envisions learning experiences
that aim to teach, inspire, embolden, and support students, as well as the
adults who love and care for them, as they continue the fight for equity
and justice by challenging the convention and mediocrity they see in

this world.

Michelle Dawes Birt is an Entrepreneur, Speaker,
Community Service Activist, Philanthropist, Podcaster,
Talk Radio Personality, and Professional Mentor. Michelle
earned her Bachelor of Science Degree in Computer
Information Sciences from DeVry University and her
MBA from Keller Graduate School of Management. After
graduating from DeVry, she relocated to Atlanta, Georgia.
She previously worked as a Project Manager for IBM, Coca-
Cola, Carter's OshKosh, Recall, Home Depot, and The Southern Company.
Currently, Michelle works as a Senior Project Manager at Delta.

Michelle is also the founder of the Real Chicks Rock!™ brand and Real
Chicks Rock!™ Presents Real Discussions Talk Radio Show. Real Chicks
Rock!™ is a 501c3 non-profit organization that raises awareness regarding
issues that impact women through the arts (music & media), community
service, public speaking, mentoring, workshops, and more. Real Chicks
Rock!™ has been in existence for over nine years and branched into media
to assist with the forward movement of organizations locally, nationally,
and globally, reaching the masses with their Live Radio Show: ‘Real Chicks
Rock!™ Presents Real Discussions.

Erika Y Mitchell Erika Y. Mitchell, a native of Atlanta,
Georgia, earned her bachelor's degree in Business
Administration with a concentration in Computer
Information Systems from Alabama State University. Erika
has worked for major global brands, including: Coca Cola,
Cbeyond, and Kodak as an Information Technology (IT)
specialist. Erika is a multitalented professional and local
public servant committed to bridging the gap between
non-profit organizations and for-profit companies.

Currently, she serves on the Atlanta Board of Education’s Policy Review
Committee, Board Development Committee, and the Board of Directors for
the Atlanta Beltline. In addition, Erika is on the Georgia Statewide Human
Trafficking Taskforce Workgroup, Fulton County Citizen Court Watch for
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Zone 4, and was appointed by former Mayor Keisha Lance Bottoms to
serve on the Atlanta 2020 Census Committee. Erika is an elected member
of the National School Boards Association’s Council of Urban Boards of
Education’s Steering Committee and serves as Vice-Chair 2021-2023. She
also serves as the elected Secretary of the National Black Council of School
Board Members, where she chairs the Policy & Resolution Committee for
both Councils.

Erika has received several awards throughout her career, including:
the 2020 Atlanta Business League’'s 100 Women of Influence, National
Association of Negro Business and Professional Women's Clubs, Inc. (The
Greater Atlanta Chapter) Public Servant Award, and the 2019 C.T Martin’s
Public Servant Award, just to name a few. Erika is a mother of two - son
Kaden (13), daughter Anna (10), and dog George (2). In her spare time, she
enjoys golfing, traveling, and volunteering in her community.

Dr. Lisa Herring, began her position at Atlanta Public
Schools on July 1,2020, coming home to make a difference
in the state that raised her, and in the city that made her an
educator. A Macon, GA, native and graduate of Spelman
College, the Univ. of South Carolina, and Georgia Southern
Univ., Dr. Herring’s enduring career includes experience
in both public and private, and urban and rural settings,
notably serving as Superintendent of Birmingham City
Schools, Chief Academic Officer for Jefferson County Public Schools in
Louisville, KY, and Deputy Superintendent of Academics for the Charleston
County (SC) School District.

She is known for stewarding districts towards equitable, measurable, and
accountable improvements impacting the lives of students from diverse
social, economic, and ethnic backgrounds. Dr. Herring recognizes the inner
strength and talent of all children and believes educators must meet each
student at their beginning and guide them in the direction of their purpose.

Greg Bannister, | am currently the Executive Director for the
At-Promise West Boys and Girls Club. | am from Roanoke
Va. | attended George Mason University, where | received
a Bachelor’s degree in Community and Preventive Health.
| aspire to become a trainer, speaker, and published author
speaker. | am currently working towards obtaining my real
estate license and plan to purchase various properties
for future entrepreneurial projects. My hobbies are being
a Husband, Father, and fitness. My expertise is in youth development
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and project planning. | was placed on this earth to help others become
committed, intentional, and consistent towards their dreams.

Aakeem Woodard is an author a certified speaker, coach &
trainer for The John Maxwell Team. A certified Behavioral
Consultant with Personality Insight Institute. A sought
after youth transformational coach who has mentored
over 800 youth. He has worked as a sentencing consultant
for Fulton County public defender’s office. Mr. Woodard
designed and operated a behavioral modification program
as a youth Transitional Coordinator for The Department of
Juvenile Justice and now currently works for the Fulton County DA’s Office
as a Youth Advocate & Liaison. Judges refer to Mr. Woodard as a unicorn
concerning the transformation that they have seen take place in his life.
As well as how he is able to connect with the youth in such a unique way.
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